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1. This memorandum is for your information only. 



2. On the afternoon of 24 .April 1967, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation advised this Office of claimed Agency affiliation by a 
fugitive witness in the Mew Orleans investigation into a conspiracy to 
assassinate the late President. According to the FBI iafarmatiaa, 
received from a news media source, uordozi Dwane Novel,. the 
fugitive witness, had indicated he is currently employed by the CIA 
and the alleged burglary of a munitions bunker at Houma. Louisiana, 
in 1961, involved CIA and was not a burglary. According to Novel, 
the Schlumb erger Well Service had an arrangement with CIA wherein 
it leased a banker in which ammunition, bomb casings and other 
material would be stored for CIA. According to Novel, it was 
intended to ship the material out of the vJ. S. in Schlumberger boxes 
labeled "machinery". Again according to Novel, following the Bay 
of Pigs invasion, the Schlumberger interests became upset and 
wanted out of their contract with CIA. Three months after the 
invasion, states Novel, arrangements were made for the material 
stored in the banker to be removed by Novel and his group. At fcha 
time the material was removed, he 3tates, an individual involved 
also took some of Schlumberger* s low grade powder and fuses and 
other material. Novel has reportedly supplied someone with the 
names of the others involved with the burglary. He specific! ally 
told the media source that he and one Arc acha Smi th are still 
employed by CIA and that should he be returned to New Orleans 

to face charges of burglary of the bunker, he would offer this a3 his 
defense. 

3. The following day, 25 April, a story in the New Orleans 
States Item charged there is mounting evidence o£ Central Intelli- 
gence Agency links in District Attorney Garrison* a presidential 
assassination conspiracy probe, noting that at least one figure in 
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t'a-* c» se intends to use his CIA connections as part o£ his defense 
an ,3 that -still others linked to the Garrison investigation have been 
named as acting for the super-secret espionage organization--** 
informers, as couriers and munitions carriers-. It named Novel as 
having the strongest ties to CIA, and quotes him as calling toe alleged 
hunker burglary » ' the most patriotic burglary in history tie 
reportedly has told associates, states the news item, tnat tne alleged 
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exDiosives were picked u? and consolidated soon after the bunker 
incident and eventually taken by boat to Cuba for use in a diversionary 
operation in connection with the Day of Figs invasion. (This statement 
conflicts with Novel’s reported statement to the FBI’s meuia source, 
paragraph one above, which dates the bunker theft as three months 
after the Bay of Figs- District Attorney Carnson also nas cnarged 
the bunker incident took place three rnontas after the -uban invasion. ) 
The newspaper also quotes Novel as contending that he operated the 
Evergreen Advertising Agency in New Orleans as a front for C 
communications in an elaborate use of commercials to alert agents 
to the date of the Bay of Figs invasion. 

4 Novel, according to the press report, has said T think 
Garrison will expose some CIA operations in Louisiana”, ^didnot 
elaborate. His attorney, however, would appear to place little fai 
in Novel’s claims. In a Columbus. Ohio, interview Jerry vainer, 
attorney for Novel, when told of the press reports of Novel s state- 
ments, said: -It’s utterly ridiculous. Novel is not now and has never 

been a CIA agent. 1 ' 



5 # There La no record of any utilisation 
Sergio V. Arcacha Smith, or the Evergree 
addition to Office of Security rec w i. 






Gordon Durane Novel, 
rtising Agency. (In 
a nd~Cl Staff 

weTe cheTked’tor possible indication of operati^n^Mnvolvement. ) 

6 Inquiries with -‘/H/Cuba. the Office of Logistics, and 
several Agency officers involved with munitions storage in the New 
Orleans area at the time of the Bay of Pi S 3 *** to develop any 
indication of past operational activity of the nature described by Novel. 
Officers who handled project munitions storage in tne area aavs indi- 
cated that ail the munitions were stored at a reactivated Naval p 
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and completely under Agency control. Munition s in transit were 
guarded, and there is no knowledge o l uti lisa tion of commercial 
storage facilities of the Scklumb crije r interests or any other 
commercial firm. f 



7. As noted above, Move! ha3 claimed to the press that the 
munitions from the bunker were to be uses hr a diversionary 
operation at the time of the Day of Pigs. Agency of f icers f amiliar 

with the operation at the| 

have indicated that such a diversionary opera- 
tion was based at\ ", bat that the operation was cancelled 

before a landing was made. Any number of participating Cubans 
would be aware such a diversionary operation was planned. 

3. The Cl 'Stall ,; in a detailed staff study of the Garrison 
investigation, has noted- CIA contact Avith only two figures named 
in the inquiry, CLay Shaw and Carlo^/Bringuier, in both cases the 
contact was limitac to Domestic ^oatactbervice activities. The 
study specifically notea there base been no documented Agency ^ 
utilization of Novel, Farria or Arcacha Smith, those named by Novel 
in his statements to the press about the bunker incident. 

9. During the course of our inquiries into Novel’s charges, 
one tenuous link was developed which conceivably could be exploited 
and distorted in attempts to link this *\gency with Novel and. others. ^ 

An interlinking with a personality reportedly from Ramparts Magazine 
might also indicate a connection between Novel’s charges and the con- 
certed efforts of some to smear the Agency. This situation is 
described in an attachment to this memorandum. 
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Howard J. Osborn 

Director of Security 
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